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From the London Methodist Magazine. 


ENGLISH METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Statement of the Rev. Joun Brown, a Missionary, 
(made at a Missionary Meeting in London) respect- 
ing the religious state of St. Domingo, whence he had 
been compelled by the opposition of the people to 
return home. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1819. 


sung for the souls of the departed. In some ca- 
ses the relations of the dead are so poor as not 
to be able to pay for having great mass sung for 


‘the departed soul in the church ; another meth- 
od is then resorted to: A chanter from the 


church is invited on an evening appointed, who 
brings with him a cloth covered with death- 
beads, crosses, and grostesyue figures, which is 


Tue motion which has just been read, refers | hung round the room set apart for the ceremo- 


to two points. The destitute condition of the 
Negroes in the West Indies, with respect to 
moral and religious instruction, and the effects 
which have been produced by the preaching of 
the doctrines of Christianity among them. As 
I stand here, it will therefore be my place, sim- 
ply to relate what has fallen under my own ob- 
servatjon, as a corroborating testimony to these 
two points; and | think, when these two ideas 
are deeply impressed on our minds, we shall 
need no other n.otives to call forth all our en- 
ergies. About two thirds of the entire Island 
of St. Domingo, is in possession of the Spaniards ; 
the other part is divided between the kingdom 
of Christophe, and the republic of Hayti. As 
there is no communication between these two 
countries, my remarks must be considered as 
applying only to the republican part of the Is!l- 
and. It was on 7th February, 1817, that Mr. 
Catts and I arrived at Port au Prince, the capital 
of the republic. The people there have bees 
baptized, and call themselves Christians; indeed 
i never met with any who would not assert, * I 
am a good Christian, a very good Christian, 
Sir!’ but how have they been made Christians ? 
Pere Labat, in the History of the Indies, says, 
‘* When | hear of any Negroes lately arrived 
from Africa in my parish, | pay them a visit; I 
begin by teaching them to make the sign of the 
cross, this I do by leading their hand, | then 
made the sign of the cross upon them myself, 
taking possession of them in the name of the ho- 
ly Catholic Church; the Negroes, who’ 'under- 





stand nothing at all of the matter, open their} 
eyes wide, and seem as if about to be consigned | 
to destruction.””> The method of making chris- 
tians in Pere Labat’s time, appears to be the} 
same as is practised at present. A few weeks) 
before I left Port au Prince, a cargo of Negroes | 
captured off the Havanna, by one of the repub- 
lican ships, was brought into Port au Prince, 
and placed in the hospital, until clothed, when 
the priest, accompanied by the president, went 
one morning and baptized them by wholesale. 
You may easily suppose, that unless there is} 
some mode of giving instruction after this, they | 
must be totally unacquainied with the Christian | 
religion. They have churches and priests, and 
public worship performed every day m the 
week, and twice on Sundays, it is true ; but dur- 
ing the two years I was at Port au Prince, | 
never heard of a sermon being delivered, or any | 
public instruction gwen. ‘Their worship consists | 
in dresses, images, pictures, genuflections, sing- 
ing mass, &c. Mass is sung ia Latin, a language | 
which perhas not one in a thousand understands. | 





similar kind. 


ny, a temporary altar is raised, on one side is 
placed a bason of holy water, on the other a 
plate to receive offerings ; the individuals who 
attend approach the holy water, dip their finger 
in it, make the sign of the cross, then retiring by 
the side on which is the plate, put down their 
offering of money, and the amount is the re- 
compence given to the chanter ; and whilst the 
chanter is engaged in singing and offering up 
prayers within, a company collected in the ad- 
joining yard are dancing and singing to the beat- 
ing of the bambola. But the most awful consid- 
eration is, that they have no idea of connecting 
morality with religion ; they attend to its cere- 
monies as something which is to secure their 
salvation, whilst it allows them to continue qui- 
etly in the practice of their crimes. Sabbath 
breaking is common; the morning of that day is 
set apart for the weekly-market, and the even- 
ing for pleasure. Marriage is hardly thought 
of amongst the lower classes, With regard to 
their knowledge of religion, an anecdote or two 
will be sufficiently illustrative. lasked a young 
female from the mountains, who paid us a visit, 
‘ Do you ever pray ?”’ she replied, ** What do 
you say, Sir?” * Do you ever pray to Almighty 
God?’ A person present replied tor her, “She 
knows how to make the sign of the cross.” She 
answered, ** Yes, | know how to make the sign 
of the cross, that is all.” Their ignorance 
leaves them open to the grossest delusions ; they 
carry about them little books, charms, garde 
corps, in which they confide, and through these 
they hope to be delivered from the evils not 
only of this world, but of that which is to come. 
A person came to our house desiring us to teach 


him to read; after I had shewn him his lesson, 
he gravely inquired if he should burn a candle. 


to the Blessed Virgin, in order that she might 


help his understanding, and assist him to learn, 
At another time he wished to speak: 


to read. 


‘with me in private; he told me that he had 


some money in a drawer, but a girl in the house 
having access to it he suspected he had lost some 
of it, he wished me to tell him where 1: was, 
and how he should obtain it. I mention this be- 
cause we bave had hundreds of applications of a 
Doubtless for interested motives, 
the idea is propagated amongst them, that priests 
possess a supernatural power in discovering se- 
crets, &c. 

Mr. Catts and myself sailed from England in 
a ship belonging to that benevolent man whose 
name is to be mentioned with honour, John Irv- 
ing, Esq. of Bristol. The first place at which 
we touched was Tobago. Here we found an 


They have a peculiar respect for the dead; in-!Island with about 18000 inhabitants, one cler- 


deed many of their religious ceremonies appear | 


gyman, and but one place of worship. We 


designed more for the dead than the living: for| were kindly received, preached several times, 


the masses ‘sung on week-days, are in generaljand represeuted the situation of the Island to 








the Committee, and at present there is there a 
Missionary with a society of about 150. I can 
give you but an imperfect idea of my feelings 
whilst sailing in the Carribbean Sea; I thought 
of Columbus and the murdering Spaniards ; ! 
thought of the Caribbs, who have nearly disap- 
peared; I thought of Africa and her wrongs ; I 
thought of slaves, I heard the clanking of their 
chains, and the iron entered into my soul. A- 
midst these gloomy images my mind was reliev- 
ed by a subject more animating, the triumphs of 
the Cross. Holding the Minutes of Conference 
in my hand, I remarked, as the Islands lifted in 
succession their blue heads above the waves, 
here is placed such a Missionary, with so many 
persons under his car@ ; and when | thought that 
on these spects of earth have been raised up 
societies to the amount of 20,000, exclusive of 
those who have entered heaven during the last 
30 years, ! felt a conviction which every one in 
this assembly must have felt who had been in 
my situation, that our mission amongst the Ne- 
groes, in the West-Indies, if not the most suc- 
cessful, is at least one of the most successful in 
the world. : 

On our arrival at Port an Prince we found 
ourselves strangers in a strange land, surround- 
ed by persons of another colour, and another 
language, and who eyed white men with the 
greatest jealousy ; but having obtained permis- 
sion from the President we enter on our public 
ministry, and the result of our labors has been 
stated in the Report which has this day been 
read. 

In the history of the Moravian Missions it 1s 
recorded of the brethren in Greenland, that for 
five years thee laboured without seeing any 
fruit of their mission: When in 1704 they adopt- 
ed a very material change in their preach- 
ing. ‘hey had been accustomed to preach on 
the nature and attributes of God, his relation to 
man, and the duties resulting therefrom, but now 
they, in the proper sense of the word, preached 
Christ and him crucified ; and immediately the 
‘most astonishing effects were produced. A con- 
viction of this truth ever rested on my mind, that 
the doctrine of Christ crucified is the great in- 
strument designed by Aimighty God to effect the 
conversion of the world. I have reasoned with 
the Haytians on the law of God. 1} have endeay- 
|oured to bring home their sins to their conscien- 
‘ces. I have thus deprived them of the props 
‘on which they leaned; but when expatiating on 
the great love of God, in giving his Son to die 
‘for them, I have seen them melt, and the big 
‘tear roll from their sable faces. 
| With regard to the experience of those joined 
lin our society ; several of them, by their con- 
duct and conversation, gave every reason to be- 
lieve that they were truly converted to God ; 
land I could easily adduce some biessed testimo- 
nies in proof. 

I do vot design at present to enter into a de- 
tail of the persecution we bave undergone ; suf- 
fice it to‘gpy we have felt it. Butas it respects 
our future prospects in that island, I remark, I 
believe a seed of righteousness is planted which 
hell shall not destroy. We distributed numbers 
of Bibles and New Testaments, several thou- 
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eands of the religious Tracts, many sermons and 
other books of piety. We delivered many dis- 
courses, not only in Port au Prince, but also in 
the country. Aspirit of inquiry is excited, which 


will produce an increase of light, and though on | 


account of the opposition we met with, we have 
thought it prudent to withdraw for the present, 


vet I hope that at a future period a door will be | 


opened to preach the gospel there. My heart 
is still warm towards them; and should this door 


re-open. you have no one who knows the peo-, 


ple or their language better than] do; and I 
am ready to cross the Atlantic again, to exercise 
my ministry among them. 


Amonc other superstitions, which the foregoing ac-| 


count exposes, our readers will notice what seems to be 
suggested by the following remark : ‘* Holding the min- 
utes of conference in my hand, | remarked, as the isl- 
ands lifted in succession their blue heads above the 


waves, here is placed such a Missionary, with so many | 


persons under his care; and when I thought that on 
these specks of earth have been raised up societies tc 
the amount of 20,000, exclusive of those who have en- 
tered heaven during the last 30 years, I felt a convic- 
tion which every one in this assembly must have felt 
who had been in my situation, that our mission amongst 
the Negroes, in the West-Indies, if not the most suc- 
cessful, is at least one of the most successful in the 
world.” Here the idea is suggested, that all who have 
entered heaven for 30 years past, from the regions to 
which the speaker alluded, were only those who had 
been prepared therefor by these Missionaries ; and this 
also involves the superstitious notion that all who die 
ignorant of what those Missionaries preach are excluded 
heaven forever! 

One more particular is worthy of special notice. ** But 
when expatiating on the great love of God, in giving 
his Son to die for them, I have seen them melt, and the 
big tear rol] from their sable faces.°’ This discovery 
was worth the missionary’s travels and labours. By 
this we learn that love alone can beget love. It is the 
love of God that works in the secret recesses of the heart, 
and transforms the soul into its own divinity. Why 
then do preachers endeavour to threaten and terrify the 
people, and to compel them by fear to love and serve 
God? And furthermore, if God does in reality love 
sinners why do preachers of this love endeavor to per- 
suade us to believe that he who thus loves us will ex- 
clude us from heaven because we are not proselyted by 
Missionaries ? 


| eee ees 
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FRIENDSHIP. 

DerinG the time in which man reamed the wild, an 
untutored savage, fed on the victime of the chase and 
viewed the azure sky and the beautifullyvariegated scen- 
ery of the earth with a look of stupid wonder, the charms 
of society had little influence ; the delights ef friendly 
intercourse and association awakened no jeyous sensa- 
tions in the cold and uncultered breast of the moun- 
taineer. Life’s fleeting day was passed in traversing 
the lonely desert in quest of food, in constructing some 
rude dwelling to defend from the cold, or to protect from 
the assaults of wild beasts. The unassociated wanderer 
never ielt his palpitating bosom thrill with the antici- 
pated enjoyments of domestic felicity, or the calm joys 
of a social fire-side. No brightening star of hope shone 
onthe future prospect, cheering his dreary pilgrimage 
with promised happiness. No heart participated his sor- 
rows, no eye mingled tears with his. No confidence 
existed, to no faithful bosom could he impart his secrets 
and from no trusty brether could he regetve the sweet 
solace of advice. He lived alone, wild asthe moun- 
tains, unfeeling as the tempests and destitute of one 
moment of endearing existence. But when the destitu- 
tion and misery of his state became intolerable, when 
man ascertained that he could alleviate the dreariness of 
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solitude by a free communication of thought and feeling, 
by an unrestrained interchange of soul, the path of life 
assumed the most inviting appearance, being garlanded 
with flowers of immortal amaranth, blooming and blush- 
inc beneath the sun of FRIENDSHIP. By the united 
exertions of society,the inhospitable wilderness becomes 
'a garden, and the place once resounding with the how! 
of the wolf or hyena, vocal in hymns of gratitude to the 
Parent of Cre ation. When refinements in the arts of 
life polish and sublime the latent susceptibility of the 
soul, when they give the highest zest to enjoyment, ex- 
 alting the feelings by the noblest prospects of good, and 
} joining man in the silken cords of friendship ; existence 
lin this state may be said to possess its highest point, to 
| have attained the zenith of its beauty. Yet what are 
lall the blandishments of friendship, the temporary re- 
| gards of the sincerest hearts and the mixed happiness 
' this world can supply when brought in competition with 
| the endless beatitude of the celestial paradise! But al- 
though the mingled cup of delights which we drink in 


ithis life is not filled with unalloyed felicity, shall we 
dash it from our lips and spurn the proffered blessing, 
when it constitutes all the harmony of being, as it is an 
Shall] we 
entirely disapprove of the exercise of benevolent affec- 
tion, shall we chill each friendly sensation and laugh at 
Shall we treat 


endearing pledge of the love of God to man? 


the heart-born tears of parting relations? 
the tenderest feelings with rude and apathetic indiffer- 
ance? Shal] we make such appalling representations of 
the most cordial friendship as will induce mankind again 
to seek the seclusion of woods and mountains, to be- 
come wild as the tenants of the forest? Shall we break 
up society and sever every remaining ligament of bro- 
therhood by reducing man to the savageness of his so- 
litary state? Yes, if the engaging, the inviting connex- 
ions with which life abounds must finally be sundered 
in such a manner as wil] wring each feeling bosom with 
unimaginable’anguish. Behold the fond mother weeping 
over the senseless corpse of her departed daugliter, lift- 
ing up her eyes, brimful of tears, and saying, would to 
God I had died for you, my daughter! O my daughter! 
Would you not say that it had been far better for the 
agonized motlier to have viewed her child with the most 
perfect indifference? no, for while she gaze« on that 
pallid cheek, while she intensely examines every linea- 
ment of her countenance, while she beholds the remain- 
ing traits of youthful bloom, 
** Before decay’s effacing fingers, 
Have swept the lines where beauty lingers,” 

she, by an eye of faith, sees her emaciated child joining 
in the endless anthem of heaven and repasting on the 
smile of God. Butif death, or any after occurrence 
should make an endless separation, friendship only tan- 
talizes man with an illusory appearance of happiness 
which will terminate in the most pungent and unavail- 
ing lamentation. As we are informed that from God 
cometh every good and every perfect gift, and also that 
his gifts are without repentance, and that he giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things, we may rest assured 
that friendship is a good gift, that it is given without re- 
pentance, and that it will eventuate happily to all who 
have tasted of its sweets. Did we embrace the oppo- 
site idea, we should deserve the highest commendation 
for the incessant exercise of our every faculty in pre- 
venting the formation of one sincere friendship, lest 
some after day might consign one of the parties to the 
quenchbless volcano of hell, and receive the other to the 
ermpyrean realms of saints and seraphims. Were this 
our belief, we would endeavour to render mankind in- 
animate, to repress each gentle rising of the soul, and 
make it as destitute of sympathy as a mountain of arctic 
ice. But when we witness the irrepressible grief of an 
afflicted parent at the less of a darling child, when we 
discover the yearnings of his heart, as burst the cords 
that bound him to his son, we feel confident in saying, 
that the God of mercy never designed this poignant 
sorrow for the misery ef man, but for the purpose of 
showing him that earthly friendship !s transitory. and 








that heavenly friendship enduretu forever; where he 
shall meet his child in the indestructable climes of rest. 
No other view of the subject can afford the least sat- 
isfaction to the aching heart, or ease the anguish of the 
tortured soul; but this harmonizes the word and werks 
of God, and gives life a cheering cordial. It exhibits 
the flood of death bridged by the rainbow of the cove- 
nant, and smoothed by the preceding ark of the Lord. 
When we discover this friendship shall be lasting, and 
that, although begun in this world, it will continue 
through all succeeding worlds, we exclaim, 
" There is land of pure delight, 

Where friends, once parted shall unite, 

And meeting on that blissful shore 

With fond embrace, shall part no more. 
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SIN AN INFINITE EVIL. 

Tne following from the ** Christian Watchman” of 
September 18th, is presented to our readers, as a fair 
specimen of the force of tradition, and of the puerile 
reasoning which we always find to grow in the gloomy 
shade of bigotry and superstition. 

“CORRUPT SYSTEMS OF RELIGION, 

‘¢ Al] men-pleasing systems of religion have at their 
foundation this capital error, that sin 79 not an infinite 
evil, and does not deserve an endless punishment. It is 
true, the advocates of these systems may not have the 
hardihood openly to make such a declaration ; but it will 
be discoverable on a close examination of their leading 
principles. What but this error could have disposed 
any persons to imagine, that Jesus Christ is not God? 
If sin be a finite evil, a small offence, they suppose a 
created being can make atonement; and of conse- 
quence that Christ is not divine. What but this erro: 
could have led to the idea, that man is not entirely de- 
praved? If it be true, that there is any moral goodness 
in a natural man, then it is true, that there is something 
in him which is morally pleasing to God. And if so, 
he wil] not leave such an one to suffer his endless wrath. 
This error is also the foundation of another, that the 
soul will be annihilated. Those who hold this senti- 
ment acknowledge that the finally impenitent cannot 
be saved ; but as they suppose sin is not an infinite evil, 
they vainly imagine that the soul will be struck out of 
existence. And this last mistake is connected with an- 
other, the absurdity of which is plainly expressed by 
Dr. Edwards, namely, that God must exert his power 
for the extinction of the soul, which is contrary to the 
holy scriptures ; these represent creatures so entirely 
dependent on him, that if he merely withholds his pre- 
serving power, they necessarily sink into non-existence. 
But the endless existence of the finally impenitent is 
proved fiom the threatening, Depart, ye cursed into 
everlasting fire. If it be said, that this does dot unply 
endless existence, then it cannot be proved that the 
righteous will be endlessly happy; for the same word 
which asserts the former declares the latter. Univer- 
salism also rest on the same sandy foundation, that sin 
is not an infinite evil; for those who believe the final 
salvation of all mankind, suppose that God cannot just- 
ly inflict on man an endless punishment, because, ac- 
cording to their theory, all his punishments of his creas 
tures must be for their good, consequently must issue 
in a deliverance from misery. Thus it is seen that all 
the inventions of wicked men are in opposition to God 
ané his word.” 

THE capital error, which the Rev. Editors of the 
Christian Watchman suppose lies at the foundation of 
all erroneous systems of religion is, that sin is not an 
infinite evil. And taking it for granted, that this is a 
capital error, they proceed to attribute what they call 
erroneous systems to it. But they do not even attempt 
to prove that sin is an infinite evil! What is this but 
rank superstition? Men of sense never reason in this 
way on any other subject than religion. In reasoning 


on other subjects, these editors would contend that it 
belonged to an opposer either to disprove a proposition 
on which a theory was built, and thereby disprove the 
disputed theory, or to disprove the theory, and thereby 
refute the proposition on which it was founded. But in 
the case before us neither is done; but all taken for gran‘ 
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ed. Would they be satisfied with such measure as this? 
If so, the following refutes tiiree of the most essential ar- 
ticles of their faith. 

1. Their gross error in supposing that Jesus Christ is 
essentially God is entirely owing to the capital mistake 
that sin is an infinite evil. 

2. Their erroneous notion of man’s total dapravity is 
referable to the same capital mistake. 

3. Their egregious error concerning endless punish- 
ment is built on the same sandy foundation. 

This is an exact representation of what they have 
presented us; and if they are satisfied with such rea- 
soning they must acknowledge that their own doctrine 
is fairly refuted by it. But we are far from admitting 
the propriety of such argument, and therefore will not 
offer it to them for any other purpose than to show them 
that they measure to others what they sre unwilling to 
receive in return. 

We feel justified in requesting these editors to go over 
their ground once more, and to begin by proving sin to 
be an infinite evil. And done, we 
humbly entreat them to show us how any thing can be 
more than infinite, by which we may understand the 
following text; Rom. v. 20, 21; 


when this is 


** Moreover, the law 
entered that the offence micht abound ; but where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound; that as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” If sin has abounded to infinity, and grace 
has abounded more, then grace is much more than infi- 
nite! We further request them to show the evidence 
by which they prove that Jesus Christ is essentially God; 
and when they have done this, we should take it as a 
favour if they will tell us what Jesus meant when he 
said that his Father was greater than himself. Is Al- 
mighty God greater than Almighty God? We further 
desire to know what St. Paul means; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6; 
‘** For there is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testifed in due time.” Is there 
any way fairly to understand the apostle to mean, that 
it was the ene God, who gave himself a ransom for all, 
and not the man Christ Jesus 2. Or whether the apos- 
tle meant that the man Christ Jesus is essentially the 
one God of whom he spoke? In room of saying ‘* the 
man Christ Jesus,’? why does not the apostle say the 
one elernal self-existent God Christ Jesus ? 

If we are told that man is totally depraved, and des- 
titute of any moral goodness, we wish at the same time 
to be shown how itis that he is still a moral being. And 
furthermore, it is a question of creat weight with us, 
how it is possible for beings who are totally depraved to 
become vitiated, or to grow worse and worse by prac- 
tising iniquity? But another question seems to us grea- 
ter than all (viz.) how can God love total depravity, 
er how can he command his creatures to love it? There 
1s nothing more fully proved in scripture than that God 
loves sinner’s. and that he commands us to love sinners. 
But if sinners are totally depraved, if there be no ‘* mo- 
ral goodness” in man then it follows that God loves that 
in which there is no moral goodness, and that he re- 
quires us to do the same! 

If our opposers persist in speaking of the “ finally im- 
penitent,’ we must cal] on them tq prove that there 
will be some impenitent, when, in the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess, 
that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father. And 
if they would prove that the word everlasting, when 
applied to punishment, necessarily means an endless 
duration, then they must admit that when we read of 
the ‘everlasting mountains,”’ the meaning is, that these 
mountains ere of endless duration ! 

But why do these Rev. editors contend that the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation is built on the supposition 
that sin is not an infinite evil? If sin be infinite, these 
editors, though professed ministers of the gospel, must 
acknowledge that they are infinitely guilty, for they 
fankly own that they ere sinners. But do they con- 
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tend that they are to be endlessly miserable in conse- 
quence of their infinite guilt? No, they do not; but 
trust in the mercy of the ‘* Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world.’”? Then they must surely 
believe that this infinite sin and guilt of theirs are no 
objections to their eternal salvation by Jesus Christ.— 
Why then is the infinite sin of others any more objec- 
tion to their salvation, than the infinite sin of the minis- 
ters of the gospel is to their salvation? If sin be infi- 
nite all sinners are equally guilty, and if some sinners, 
who are infinitely guilty can be saved, then all such 
sinners by the same grace may be saved. In fact, our 
opposers, even on their own scheme, must find sinners, 
whose sins are more than infinite, or they can find none 
that may not be saved as well as themselves. 

A hope is entertained that these hints may not be 
taken unkindly, or as designed for other than christian 
and charitable motives, A desire is felt that we may 
cease from censuring, and practice cool, deliberate rea- 
soning in our opposition to what we call error. And 
if these Rey. editors will, in the spirit of christian can- 
dour, reply to our questions and remarks, we assure 
them that a most respectful attention shall be duly giv- 
en to what they may offer. 





THE TRINITY. 

Tne following scriptures and queries trom the East- 
port Sentinel of Aug. 28, seem to us worthy of the care- 
ful attention of those who contend for the essential di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ. And as they relate to the sub- 
ject of our promise to invite the attention of our rea- 
ders to some direct testimony of Jesus concerning his 
dependence on God, we have thought proper to pre- 
sent them at the head of what we may bring before 
them on the subject in our present number. 


** Mr. Forsom—Wishing to have some information on 
the following passages, I send them to you for publica- 
tion, (if they are admissible in your paper) and request 
some person to answer the questions connected with 
them. 

** For I proceeded forth and came from God—neith- 
er came I of myself, but he sent me.”’—John viii. 42. 


** Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands and that was come from God and went 
to God.’’—John xiii. 3. 


*¢ My Father is greater than I.°°—John xiv. 28. 


** But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son 
but the Father.”°—Matt. xxiv. 36. 


Question Ist—If Jesus Christ was the eternal God 
and Father, who was that Being that sent him, for he 
says in positive terms that he came not of himself but 
was sent? 

Question 2d—If he was the very God, who was there 
greater that gave him this power, Nc. for if the scrip- 
tures are true there was no actual transfer, how could 
be come from himself and return to himself? 

Question 3d—If Jesus Christ was the eternal God and 
Creator, who was greater than he, for his holy lips pos- 
itively declares there is a Being greater than he ? 

Question 4th—If Jesus Christ was the Creator of 
heaven and earth, and from all eternity foresaw and 
ordered every transaction in nature, how did he Jose 
this knowledge, for he positively declares repeatedly 
that he knew not when those great transactions should 
take place but the Father only. QUERIST.” 

The dependence of Jesus on God is abundantly pro- 
ved by the prayers which he offered up. If he were 
the Almighty God himself, we see no reason why he 
should pray orask any petition. Matt. xxvi. 39; ‘* And 
he went a little further, and fe}] on his face, and pray- 
ed, saying ; O my Father, if it be pessible, let this cup 
pass from me; nevertheless, not as! will, but as thou 
wilt.”? To us it seems impossible to express Cependence 
more plainly, or the distinction of personality, than in 
this prayer. John xiv. 28—31; ‘For my Father is 
greater than I—And as the Father gave me command- 
ment, even sol do.” In John Sth, the Jews contend- 
ed with Jesus because he called God his Father, and 
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od 


charged him 0: making himself equal with God. To 

this Jesus replied ; ‘+ Verily, verily, I say unto you, the 

Son can do nothing of himeelf, but what he seeth the 

Father do.” It appears evident from this form of ex- 

pression, that Jesus meant to do away the erroneous 
accusation which his enemies laid to his charge, by ac- 

knowledging that he could do nothing of himself, but 
was dependent on the Father. Jesus further adds— 
‘* For the Father judgeth no man; but hath committed’ 
all judgment to the Son ; (observe the words hath com- 
mitled,) that all wen should honor the Son even as they 
honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son, hon- 
oreth not the Father which hath sent him.”” Again-- 
‘** For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he giv- 
en to the Son to have life in himself.” Notice the 
words; ‘*so hath he given to the Son.” All this ex- 
presses dependence, 

These sentiments were uniformly inculeated and 
maintained by the blessed Jesus during his public min- 
istration, and during the days of his flesh. 

Let us now inquire concerning this same subject as 
it is presented in the words of the Saviour after his re- 
surrection. See Jolin xx. 17. The risen Saviour speaks 
to Mary who stood by the sepulchre weeping ; ‘*Go 
to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and to your God; and to my God and to your 
God.” If he would instruct us to believe that he is 
God, why should he speak of ascending to his God: 
And furthermore why should he call his disciples breth- 
ren if he would lead them to believe that he was essen- 
tially God? Let us still follow him in his testimony 
even after his ascension to glory. Rev. iii. 12: ** Him 
that overcometh will make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he shall go no more out ; and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city 
of my God, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God; and I will write 
upon him my new name.” Four times in this verse the 
ascended glorified, Saviour acknowledges one whom he 
called his God. But if he be Ged himself, the Almigh- 
ty Creator of all things, why does he say four times in 
this one verse, my God, my God, my God, my God? 
This certainly is not calculated to establish the opinion 
that.the risen, ascended, glorified Saviour is essentially 
God. 

Let not the opposer, of what all these plain declara- 
tions of the Saviour so evidently prove, undertake to 
say that we degrade him, and withhold from him the 
glory which is his due. The first honour which we can 
attribute to Jesus is to acknowledge the truth of his 
testimony. If we deny his own words, and say that he 
is as great as the Father, when he says his Father is grea- 
ter than himself, we dishonor him by denying his testi- 
mony. After we have done this, of what profit is it 
that we ascribe to him the Godhead? The greater we 
make any being whose testimony we deny, the more 
we dishonour him. 





Errata, 

In our last paper in the 2d column 2d page, 10th line: 
from the top after the words ‘* this could” insert not.— 
In 3d page 2d column, 38th line from the top, and the 
bottom line for ** acquirements”’ read requirements. 





To Correspondents. 
‘“‘ITernmMEs” is received and shall have a place im: 


our next. 

Several other Communications put on file. 
———_—_—_——SSEoE 
MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. William 
Salisbury to Miss Lucy Blackington.—Mr. Robert 
Griggs to Miss Jennet Cowley. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John L. Anderson, of. 
Augusta (Geo. to Miss Herriet Jennings, of Boston. 


2S 
DIED, 


In this town, Mrs. Nancy Clap, wife of James Clap, 
aged 55.—Mr. John H. Ward, 31.—Mrs. Betsy Davi- 





ron, 45.--Mr. Thomas White, mer. 32. 
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POETS’ 





CORNER. 








making great advances im the world. May we all fee 
the immense obligations we are under, to show ouy 
sense of the divine mercy to us by exercising love, for- 
bearance and kindness to our fellow men. Let broth. 


MORALITY. 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Tue Western Association of Universalists in the State 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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fThe following is taken from a private letter 
written a few years since. ] 


DeEaR Srr,—The approaching month of September 


awakens those tender emotions, which, for two succes- 
sive years past, have been called forth. It is a month 
to me of peculiar gloom ; for in it I have been ‘* broken 
with breach upon breach.’’ These circumstances hare 
produced the following lines. They may exhibit much 
vanity ; but they are the dictates of a parent's feelings, 
and will therefore meet a friend’s excuse. 

inci FEE ESE ER CELE 
TIME, with his rapid wing, the month returns, 
In which my eyes have wept, my heart has bled; 
Again the pang returns, the father mourns 
The children of his love, departed, dead. 


To me, this month shall wear a sable gloom, 
For twice its rising sun has seen my tears ; 
The silent sadness of the hallow’d tomb, 
Shall be the mantle which September wears. 


The hallow’d tomb! for there two cherubs sleep, 
Which once my heart enjoy’d, my arms embrac’d ; 
Now lost to earth and me, the loss I weep, 
Though faith present them in eternal rest. 


Thou tender being of a fleeting day, 
Whose glowing charms just budded and were clos‘d ; 


How quick thy journey o'er, how short thy stay‘ 
How soon thy infant form in dust repos’d! 


*¢ This same shall comfort us,’** the patriarch cri’d, 
As with extatic joy bis child he prest ; 

So said our hearts, and so our thoughts repli’d, 
When thou, dear Charles, first felt a parent’s breast. 


From dreadful agony and deep distress, 

(Of which a copious share, *twas ours to feel) 
Escap’d from earth to heav’n, the hand we bless, 
Which thro’ the wound imparts the pow’r to heal. 


Blest be that voice ** within the shepherd’s arm, 
Securely rests the nursling of the fold,’’t 

And on his bosom, safe from all alarm, 

‘The tender lamb feeds on his love untold. 


Dear Cassandana, on thy pallid cheek, 
How oft in retrospective thought I gaze ; 
1 see thy smile celestial, hear thee speak , 
And mark thy placid eyes’ expiring rays. 


A mournful pleasure this, the joy of grief, 
For which earth meaner pleasures I resign ; 
it gives my tortur’d bosom sweet relict, 

To say with exultation, ‘hou wast mine.’ 


For though to earth restricted for a time. 

And to my throbbing, fond affections giv'n, 

Thy mental excellence proclaimed this clime 
Was not thy home, for thou wast born for heav'n. 


Yes, my dear girl, oft shall this streaming eye 
Throw back a pleasing glance on that abode, 
Where thou didst suffer patiently, and die, 
And thy wrapt soul ascended to thy God. 


Sweet child of bliss, thy pupil, me receive ; 
Thy holy lessons teach from yonder sky ; 
‘Thy innocence has taught me how to live; 
Thy resignation learns me how to die. 


Ah, when thy native loveliness I trace, 

And recollection puints thy image fair ; 

Thy mildness, mental worth, and easy grace, 
Which fill’d my soul, and recompens’d my care. 


Returning sorrow swells a gloomy tide, 

And ali my heart the dreadful impulse bears ;— 
i throw the pen distractedly aside, 

To give an ample fulness to my tears. 


* Glenesis ¥. 99. t Isatah xl. 11. 


their feet be beautifu 
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of New-York, in annual session at Lisle, on the 2d & 
Sd days of June, 1819, to their brethren in the faith, 


whom these presents may come—GREETING. 
SAFETY IN THE LORD. 

WaeEw we speak of the common salvation, it is with 
emotions of gratitude and joy. 
all the reasonable desires of every man. It compre. 
hends the great plan of that infinite wisdom and grace, 
which is designed to bring all the children of men, in 
the final issue, to a state of holiness and happiness.— 
Blessed be God for this consolation. It has pleased the 
great civer of every good and perfect gift, to grant t© 
the ministers and delegates composing this association’ 
The goodly 
frem various parts of our Zion, that moral dark- 
ness is receding, and that the light of divine truth -° 


another anniversary and happy meetin g. 
reports 


making advances, were matter of exceeding joy. 


the number of our labourers in 
by receiving letters of fellowship; may 
1 upon the mountains, while they 
great joy and publish peace. Una* 
love pervaded our council, and th€ 
business with regularity and candour. Though some 
things were painful, y et they appeared to be necessary; 
and it is hoped, that the good to be derived therefrom. 
will be commensurate with our wishes and design. The 
accommodation for a place of public exercises were the 
best which could be provided ; so that a large and re- 


respectable assembly was conveniently seated, and list- 
ened with the most devout attention. 
was called to the forgiveness of our enemies, and of do_| 
ing good to those that hate us; that we might be lik, 
eur Father in heaven; that God will have al] men to 


Their attention 


be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, was 


illustrated clearly ; that another angel was seen to fly 
through the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach to every nation and kindred and tc ngue 


and people, was listened to with pleasure. The love 
of Christ constraining us, was handled ina manner 
which did justice to the subject. So forcibly were these 
subjects handled and such the effect, that it appeared 
like Simeon, that our eyes had seen the salvation of the 
Lord; that light which lightens the Gentiles, and the 
glory of Israel his people. The concourse was great. 
the attention and good order were universally notice 





| reni. 


| had great effect, and will be long remembered. 





and the effects of the truths delivered were very app. 
The exercises were closed by an address, which 
Thus 
the association was closed, which, in the opinion of ma- 
ny, was the happiest scene they ever witnessed. 
Dearly Beloved Brethren, . 
To the contemplative mind, how wonderful has been 
the spread of truth for the last twenty years! We now 


| see many large churches and societies of our brethren 


in the universal faith, and their number still increasing; 
we have a considerable number of preachers, and their 
number is increasing ; we witness the attention of oth- 


| ers, that in many instances they are willing to hear and 


to search the scriptures to see if these things be so. We 
have seen the great doctrine of atonement illustrated ; 
the good will of God to man enforced ; the promuses of 
God, that every knee shall bow, that every tongue 
shall confess, made plain; that all things and all 





men shall be reconciled ; that the conquest of Christ 
over his enemies, consists in reconciling them to himself; 
and that the gospel is the good news of pardon made 
sure for every creature; and that faith and repentance 
are not conditions of salvation, but qualifications by 
which we see andenjoy it. These truths are enforced 
in ail our publications, and in the synagogues every 
sabbath day; and there are none of our adversaries 
who have been able to gainsay or resist. Thus truth is 





and to all our brethren of different denominations, to 


This salvation satisfies 


ly love continue, be kindly affectionate, one to another, 
Since God has loved us, may we feel our obligations to 
love one another. Bretheren, we commend yon to 
God and the word of his grace. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind; live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace shall be with you. 


THOMAS GROSS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Aan 
Questions and answers for the benefit of children, whe 
are the heritage of the Lord, 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 44.) 


Q. Is it generally believed «mong christian people, 
that our nature which was once good, when first created 
by the divine Being, became changed by what is called 
the fall of man, so that there is now nothing good in us, 
until another change 1s effected by the power of divine 
grace, by which we are brought back to a state of ho- 
liness ? 





j 


| but to disbelieve it entirely. 


A. Something like this has generally been believed, 
and taugiit to children, and to all classes of people ; 
but many have been led not only to doubt this opinion, 
And they now attribute 


}our moral wrong, to our misconduct, and not to our 
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i which are right. 





natural state. And this seems reasonable, because it 
supposes that we are capable of doing the things which 
are right, if we are properly instructed and virtuously 
inclined. Whereas the other sentiment seems to main- 
tain that unti] the mysterious change is wrought in us, 
we are incapable of understanding what is right, or of 
being inclined to virtue. 

Q. Is there no authority in the scriptures or in what 
is manifest in nature, by which the opinion concerning 
the fail of man, so generally held, and of which we have 
heard so much, is supported ? 

A. Were we to judge of this matter without exami- 
nation, and accordingly as current opinion would justi- 
fy, we should suppose that the evidence of the common 
sentiment concerning the fall of man, both in scripture 
and in nature was as apparent as that by which the ex- 
istence oi God, or the authority of any gospel doctrine 
is believed. But when we examine the scriptures on 
this subject, we are necessarily induced to wonder how 
it ever came to pass, that this notion about the fall of 
man was everset up in the christian church ; for it seems 
we have no account in any part of the divine testimony 
of this extraordinary circumstance. It is true we are 
informed of Adam and Eve's eating of the forbidden 
fruit in the garden of Eden, but we are not told that this 
act changed ‘heir nature, much less the nature of their 
offspring. The common doctrine on this subject sup- 
poses that a radical change was effected by the first sin 
which man committed, m man’s nature, so that where- 
as be was naturally holy before, he was naturally sinful 
afterward ; and that this moral chance was effected for 
all Adam’s posterity. But of this we have no account 
in scripture. We are informed that Adam lived toa 
very great age, but we have no acconnt of bis living a 
sinful life. We have a good account of Abel, and no 
intimation that the fall, if there had been any, had ef- 
fected him in the least. Cain, we are told, killed his 
brother, which act, even by himself, was considered as 
such a violation of right that he expected he should have 
to die by the hand of any one who should find him.— 
By this it is very plain that crimes were not frequent 
and by no means tolerated. 

To these remarks it seems proper to add, that the 
Creator bas at all times treated mankind as moral be- 
ings, as cepable of understanding and doing the things 
But if our nature had been radically 
changed from good to bad, from holy to unhely, we 


, could see no proprie ty in giving to us laws which re- 


quire us to live godly lives. It should be remembered 
that our heavenly Father has always treated mankind, 
as if there was no more impediment in the way of ou! 
doing right, than there was to prevent our first parent: 
in the beginning. 

If we examine this subject by the light of our ow? 
experience, we certain}y have no knowledge of this al- 
teration m our nature. We do not perceive that our 
wrong doings can be traced to anv hicher source than 
our feshly appetites, mor can we discern even im them 
any radical evil; they only lead us into sin when We 


lucuicse them too far, or in a forbidden wey, 
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